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Closing the Gap 
Pediatric Disaster Planning



CONTENTS

1
Identify critical elements of Pediatric 
preparedness and response relative to 
emergency disaster planning.

2
Learn to incorporate vulnerable 
population considerations in policies 
and protocols.



WHO is here?



Do you have a PECC?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



What are your identified 
gaps in pediatric disaster 
preparedness?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



WHY prepare for 
kids?



1

2

3

4

Physical and emotional differences

Adult Dependent

25% of the population

Many not prepared nationally 

Why peds 
specifially?





National GAP

Lack of designated pediatric 

champion in the emergency 

departments and among 

EMS providers

Lack of PECC

Numerous silos among 

community partners in 

planning, training, exercise, 

and response

SILOS

For community physicians to 

build confidence in their care.

Lack of 
Resources

Deficits in training and 

capabilities for transporting 

pediatric patients among 

emergency and non-

emergency ambulance 

providers

Training



Other Gaps

Decon standards for 
Children are 
different.

Pediatric disaster 
specialty capable 
teams are no longer 
present in the 
National Disaster 
Medical System. 

Children and 

Youth with special 

needs

No Peds Disaster 

Response

Decon

Familiy 

Reunification 

Plans











Would you be 
prepared? 





Pediatric 
Disaster 

Who has 
pediatric 
disaster plans? 

Surge?
Reunification?
Decontamination?
Special Needs?

Who practices 
these plans 
with drills? 



Pediatric Surge of 
2022

Tripledemic

RSV, Flu, Covid

Consolidation of Pediatric Services 
over the years

Children’s Hospitals were at 
Capacity

Community Hospitals with less 
capability, limited equipment, limited 
peds nurses, no inpatient services, 
and increased anxiety



Staff
Telehealth options
Buddy system experience paired 
up with non-pediatric staff

Space
Lack of space at community hospitals

System
Develop a Pediatric Medical 
Coordinating Call

Identify gaps in the region
Training



Short term surge

What team 
members do you 
need to add?

Do you have a plan for uninjured, 
unaccompanied children?

Have you drilled?Pediatric safe room?

How long do you keep them?

Surge



Decon

Water pressure
Water temperature

Age 
considerations

Airway



Evacuation



Reunification

What resources do you have?

What form of ID is acceptable?

School system? 



43%

25%

35%

55%

Mental Health

What resources do you have?

What resources do you need?

What if a bus full of autistic children?

What about special needs kids?

What extra resources do you need? 



What have you learned that is a new gap 
identified?  Or what will you take away 
from here to work on?
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Resources



AAP PPN EMSC

Organizations

National Pediatric Disaster Coalition

















WHAT IS A PREHOSPITAL 
PECC?

Support the development of a unified medical and health emergency management community to 
prepare, respond, and recover from emergencies and disasters.

VALUES
1. Multi-discipline inclusiveness
2. Mutual respect
3. Leadership that prioritizes the growth and well-being of others                                                              
4. Non-competitive collaboration
5. Integrity
6. Advocacy

Additional Resources: 
National Pediatric Disaster Coalition









Pediatric Training 
& Exercise Kits 







Questions



THANKS


